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add that "criticism (appreciation) is the work of art seen
through the temperament of the reader." Collective taste,
which is the field of pragmatic criticism, is but the findings of
private taste accumulated into a blurred composite picture: it
would be impossible for "everybody" to enjoy a book, if no
single individual did enjoy it.

The responsibility is yours, reader 5 you cannot escape it. Use
all forms of criticism to their full extent 5 each one of them
can be of service 5 but it is you who are using them. Pragmatic
criticism will roughly sift for you, out of the unwieldy mass,
those things which you are most likely to appreciate; scientific
criticism, without judging, will strive to explain whatever you
think needs explaining: they are both good servants, if you
keep them in their place. Even dogmatic criticism, less man-
ageable in temper, will be of great assistance in helping you
organize your thought, in suggesting the questions you should
ask yourself. But when William Lyon Phelps, Sir Sidney Lee,
and Aristotle in all his might, have done their best to help
you, still you are yourself, and not an automatic registering
machine.

The problem of impressionism is: "What is this elusive self,
which flees from its responsibility, but is inevitably brought
back to its seat and compelled to judge?" We have no hope
of answering a question which philosophy has asked in vain
throughout the ages. We shall simply note that this mysterious
self exists on at least three different planes j each implies a
different psychological approach 5 and each determines a dif-
ferent kind of impressionistic criticism.

First of all, self is a mere bundle of sensations, of responses
to stimuli. In art, this is the self which actually shudders or
weeps at melodrama, is convulsed with laughter by rough-and-
tumble farce, yawns at the first difficult sentence, tingles at the
beat of martial drums. If you state candidly these elementary
facts, you have a form of psycho-physiological impressionism,
"slapdash" if you please, but perfectly valid so long as it does
not trespass beyond the boundaries of its domain. This im-